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Speaking of Railroads . . . 


A slight change in the name of this 
regular feature of the Western Railroader 
has been effected. Henceforth it will be 
known as “Speaking of Railroads”. 


In a recent issue of a newspaper I ran 
across a short article that stated a Mr. J. N. 
Lentell, widely known retired Humboldt 
County civil engineer, has offered a plan 
for a railroad line which he said would en- 
able the Northern California town of Trini- 
dad, possessing one of the best deepwater 
harbors on the Pacific Coast, to regain its 
early day importance as a traffic terminal. 

While this news is always interesting 
to a railfan, it has several drawbacks, and 
really nothing in its favor. To begin with, 
an attempt to build any kind of harbor 
facilities at Trinidad would meet with the 
greatest opposition from every other port 
on the Pacific Coast, including Eureka, just 
a few miles to the south. Nothing could be 
gained by this opening, with San Francisco 
to the south handling the greater portion 
of shipping on the west coast and with fa- 
cilities to handle éven more. 

Trinidad was once served by the North- 
western Pacific, was originally reached by 
a fore-company, the Oregon & Eureka, in 
1907. The Northwestern Pacific operated 
freight and passenger service over this line. 
which they acquired in 1911. In 1932 all 
service between Korblex and Trinidad was 
suspended and that portion not taken over 
by the Hammond Lumber Company was 
torn up. Thus ended the unprofitable sec- 
tion to Trinidad. 

Why another railroad to connect the 
port of Trinidad with the rest of the nation 
is a matter open to conjecture, but it is safe 
to assume that no one except those in the 


immediate vicinity who would benefit by 
the venture would give it more than pass- 
ing interest. 

Ambitions of small towns to gain na- 
tional importance with rail connections to 
the rest of the nation are still realized, as is 
evidenced by the plans of Mr. Lentell. 
This is a healthy sign, but we find it im- 
possible to get enthused over this particular 
plan, even though it might mean another 
shortline in the state of California. 


Another item of interest is the arrival 
of the diesel power for the new Shasta 
Daylights. These power units will be given 
trial runs on the Cascade line prior to the 
arrival of the trains. Before they are placed 
in permanent service it is also planned to 
use them on the Daylights running between 
San Francisco to Los Angeles to note their 
performance on these runs. 

This will come as distressing news to 
those who thrill at the sight of the steam- 
drawn streamliners as they make their daily 
journeys between the two cities. But it is 
a foregone conclusion among those in the 
know that it will only be a matter of a few 
years before these trains will be diesel 
powered. The biggest drawback at the 
present time is the lack of diesel facilities 
at San Francisco capable of handling regu- 
lar turnaround runs. 

With the advent of diesel freight power 
on the Southern Pacific this will eventually 
all change. The prediction has been made 
that within two years the Daylights will 
be streaking between San Francisco and 
Los Angeles with two-unit diesels on the 
head-end. 


JACK GIBSON 


Over the Editor’s:Trainsheet 


Latest word on excursions is as follows: 


The railroads 


will handle special movememts but will not offer group rates. 
“hat this amounts to is that a Fort Bragg trip is now possible 
if we guarentee 250 fares at $9.51 each---it was $5.05 in 1938.) 
A trip up to the McCloud River Railroad would run over $235 in | 
Pullman cars. The fares include a 15% war tax which would 
prevent duplication of pre-war rates, but still the fares are 
almost prohibitive. A trip to Sacramento is being planned 

by Northern California Railroad Club to visit the SP. shops, 
and Bay Area Electric Fans are planning to visit the San Diego 
Electric over the Washington's Birthday weekend. 
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My Favorite Rail- Photo 


from the collection of DAVE J. WELCH 


Dave Welch, retired Southern Pacific engineer, sends these 
two views of Virginia & Truckee McKeen Motor Car Number 22. The 
top view is in service in July, 1938, while the lower view shows 
how she looks today as a roadside "Diner", The 22 left the 
McKeen Motor Car Works, Omaha, Neb., May 2, 1910, in charge of 


Ce Ge "Happy" Fralich and Edward C. Peterson. A pilot was added 
over each railroad division to hadle the running orders. Stops 


) were made at Grand Island, Neb., North Platte, Neb., Rawlins, 
}“yoe, Ogden, Utah, Carlin, Nev., arriving at Sparks, May 8, 1910. 
|The following day, May 9, 1910, the car was turned over to the 


Virginia & Truckee at Carson City. Ed Peterson was a V. & T. 


}machinist who was sent to Omaha for the car while Fralich was 


& McKeen shopman who stayed at Carson City until Peterson was 


broken in. Ed Peterson continued to operate the motor car for 


many years and held senority as an engineer on the V&T. The car 
was used in service until September 21, 1945. August 25, 1946, 
the car was run into the Carson City shops and dismantled. The 


@body was sold to De Le Xline and A. He Denison of Carson City 


for $1000.00 who set it up on Carson Street not far from the 
V& T General Office. The pilot, drawheads, marker lamps, head- 


Slight and bell are all in place and the motor looks ready to 
Hrun. You can get a good meal at the "Diner" next time you 


visit Carson City. 
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SWITCHING NOTES 
Involved in the Western Pacific wreck in Utah were 175, 
4-8-2, heading the Farm Convention Special and 57, 2-8-0, on 
the freight. 
. Sierra Railroad 3, 4-6-0, is back in service for motion 
picture work. She has a new set of flues and brasses. JeAe 
Western Pacific 46, 2-8-0, has a brakeman's shanty on its 
tender like D&G practice. It is said all engines will be so 
equipped. 
Western Pacific has ordered equipment for automatic 
block signal system between Okland and Stockton yard. 


The western Pacific passenger locomotive sideswiped at 
Oroville the same day as the Utah wreck was 172, 4-8-2. - LH 


Southern Pacific 2271 has been transfered from the Port- 
land Division to Stockton District of the Western Division 
for use on a local freight run. - Dave Welch 


ventura County #2, 2-6-2, has been shoppdd at Bayshore 
Shops of the Southern Pacific during Januarye - Richter 


Former Virginia & Truckee caboose, now S.P. #467, has : 
been presented to the Parker Lyon Pony Express Museum at Arcadia 
by the Southern Pacific which is also painting the narrow gauge 
engine and cars for W. Parker Lyon, Sr., now 81 years of age. 

-- Jack Whitmeyer. 


WESTERN LINES ORDER DIESEL-ELECTRICS 
The Southern Pacific has ordered twenty-three /— 
1000-hepe diesel-electric switch engines in addition | 
to the twenty freight locomotives ordered recently. ~ 
The Union Pacific has ordered 64 diesel-electkic 


which will allow the UePe to operate all-diesel south? 
of Salt Lake City. --=- Thayer : 





PETALUMA & SANTA ROSA DIESEL SCHEDULES 

The following are the regular operations as reportéd by 
Dick Houweling: ‘ 

Diesel #1 leaves Petaluma around 3 aem. and arrives in 
Sebastopol around 6:30 aemee It then goes to Forestville, 
returning to Sebastopol around 8:30 asm. It then goes to 
Santa Rosa returning around 11:00 aeme at Sebastopol. The 
run ties up at Petaluma about 2:30 pem.. Diesel #2 leaves 
Petaluma around 11 asm. arriving at Bebastapol around 2 peme 
meeting #1 usually at Stoney Point around noon, though some- 
times the meet is at Cunningham. Number 2 runs to Forest- 
ville and then to Santa Rosa returning to Sebastapol around 
5S PeMee After switching Sebastapol yard, she leaves around 
6 peme for Petaluma arriving after 8 peme. 

Southern Pacific diesel-electric 1902 is on the line as 
a@ spare and runs extra to Sebastopol and on the €wo-Rock 
branch. 

Electric operations still continue in Petaluma with 
electric freight motor 506 doing the switching on both sides 
of the river, the transfer track and the other switching in 
and around Petaluma. Dick Houwling - Jan 21, 1947 
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Photo by California Railphotos 


Ventura County Railway Co. No. 2 headed west snapped in the Santa 
Clara yards by Jack Gibson on January 5, 1947, destination 
unknown at the time. 


Y.V. FAST DISAPPEARING 

With the tracks torn up the Yosemite Valley Railroad is. 
fast becoming a memory. The yard at Merced is down to a fa 
tracks and the fpeight shed has been torn down. All of the 
locomotives are still at Merced though scrapping of old 21 
has commenced. The 32 remaining hopper cars were sold to 
Kaiser interests presumeably for the Iron project in South- 
ern California. Only piece of rolling stock remaining is 
the 166 now used as an office. The steel oil tank at Merced 
was sold to the National Railways of Mexico while the turn 
tables (Merced and Merced Falls) have been sold for use as 
bridges across the Merced River near Emory and Glearing 
House. --= Al Rose 

After some twenty years without any rolling stock, the 
Modesto & Empire Traction has added a brightly painted 
orange flat car to its roster as number 101 - Al Rose 

Again, Y.V..eRailway Post Office car 107, a 40-foot 
dinkey, has been purchased by the Virginia & Truckee and 
renumbered 23. The now brightly painted yellow car was 
originally a T&NO (Southern Pacific) car before goint to 
the Yv. An identical car is used on the SP. in express 
service between San Francisco and Mountain View. - Welch 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC BORROWS ENGINES 
The Southern Pacific borrowed the following locomotives 
during the month of December: 
St Louis & Southwestern 554, 560, 562, 563, 569, 570, 574, 
577 all 2-8-O0's, 
Union Pacific 3518, 3552, 3553 and 3562 - 2=G=8-2!g 
Union Pacific 5005, 5070, 5510, 5513, 5522 and 5523 2-10-2ts 
Returned from the SP de Mexico was 3467, 2-8-0. 


Scrapped during December were the 4007, 4040, 4045 all 
4-8-8-2's and Northwestern Pacific 171, 4-6-0. 

Vacated during December were the 2295, 4-6-0, and North- 
western Pacific 114, 4-6-0. 


-- Fred Ae Stindt 
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Bhe Galt Lake Bribune Friday, Dec. 20, 1946 





A POSTWAR BUST? 





U. S. Judge Orders Sale 
Of Utah-Idaho Central 


‘The Utah-Idaho Central railroad 
‘Tharetag wes extered inte veel 
ership by Federal Judge Tillman D. 
Johnson on rey gh hae 

Bank of Utah, trustee of 


Inroads into the freight and pas- 
senger traffic normaily handled by 
the line by motorized highway ve- 
hicles was said to have contributed 
to the electric railway's failure. 

The complaint maintained that 


the road had used funds to pay 


issue was for $452,000 at 4% in- 
terest per annum. 


interest and in the sinking fund 
without maintaining the line's 
rtation facilities as out- 


Copper Belt Line 
To Be Abandoned 





Permit to Discontinue Service 
Authorized by Commission 
After Study of Case 





Jan; 2 ia 1947 


nment of another old-time Nevada railroad—the 


remaining operating stretch of the Nevada Copper Belt Railway 
in Lyon county—was authorized Monday by the public service 
commission. 

The commission, "which dered an after duct 
ing hearings on the petition to abandon, held that the abandon- 
ment will not subject the communities served by the remaining 
28 miles of the road to serious injury, and that the continued 





operation of the line would impose 
an burden upon the rail- 
road and upon intrastate com- 
merce. 


Nevada Copper Belt Railroad 
Co, was in ‘receivership for many 
years and was acquired by the 
present owners in 1942. 

The territory served by the rail- 
road has an approximate popula- 


tion of 1,600: Yerington, the prin- 
cipal town on the line, has an 
estimated population of 1;200. Two 
daily, round-trip schedules are 
maintained between Mason and 
Wabuska, a distance of 14 miles. 
Tri-weekly round trips provide 
freight service between Mason 
and Hudson, a distance of approxi- 
mately 14 miles. Passenger service 
was discontinued over the entire 
line in 1945. 
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Permission to cease operations 
was sought by the railroad in a 
petition filed with the commission 
Aug. 21, 1946. It asked that the 
company be authorized to abandon 
its entire line extending from Wa- 
buska to Hudson. Previously, other 
sections of the line had been aban- 


Pretests Filed 

Protests against abandonment 
were filed by the Lyon County 
Farm Bureau and the Smith Val- 
ley Rotary Club, represented by 
John R. Ross, Carson City attor- 
ney. R. S. Meyers represented the 
railroad company. 

In its opinion, the public service 
commission said that the company 
presented evidence to show that 
for the period April 21, 1942, to 
Sept. 30, 1946, the company lost 
$107.374 in operating the road. 
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Electric Line to 


future revenue 
ficient to meet operating costs. 
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Railroad Plans Shift To Diesel Engines 


Diesel-electrics have taken over 
operation of the lines in the 
Sacramento Valley and contracts 
have been let for the removal of 
all of the third rail and over- 
i head lines. 

li The W-Pe has loaned a number of 
boxcars and flats to aid in the 
removal of the electric feeders. 
The SN has asked for permission 
to remove 17 wigwags due to less 


SACRAMENTO 


frequent trains at present. 
N 0 RTH r i" ne Bassenger motor MW-500 is being 
rebuilt to a cafe trailer to feed 


MW crews. 









PETALUMA & SANTA ROSA RETIRES WOODEN MOTORS 
Progress on the removal of the overhead on the P&SR has 
reached the point where all of the wooden freight motors (504, 
1004, 1008 and 1010) are now stored at Petaluma. Steel motors 
2 502 and 506 are still used en the Sebastopol-Petaluma line, but 
Be catenary is down on the Two Rock branch, Sebastopol-Santa Rosa 
a line and on half of the Forestville Branch. Two 44-ton diesel- 
electrics, numbered 1 and 2 , are now in service. - Donnelly 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA TRACTION GOES DIESEL 

Power on the third-rail CCT was turned off December 22nd 
ss. at 8 aeme using new 44-ton diesel-electric motors to replace 
: the electric locomotives. Operation was begun with CCT dieeel 
; number 26 and Tidewater Southern new diesel-electric number 135. 
Another CCT motor, number 25, was delivered shortly thereafter. 
Number 25 is a GMC-GE 44-ton 380 hepe job #28339 while 26 is 
number 28333. Tidewater Southern 108 went up to Stockton for 
| repairs and CCT 8 was used at Modesto. CCT #6 has been strppped 
: § of electrical equipment and is now used as a caboose. §CT 8, 
: 3 9, 10, 23 and 24 have been stripped of trolley poles, pantograph 
and thira rail shoes and are reported 


di le Slat 


CCT baggage motors 8, 9 and 10 and freight motors 23 and 
24 have had their trolley poles, pantographs and third-rail 
shoes removed and are scheduled for the Pacific Electric. 
Interurbans #eports that they will be renumbered 1467, 1468, 
1469, 1592 and 1593 on the P.eE.. CCT baggage motors 3 
and 7 are still intact. ---- Bill Donnelly 





SACRAMENTO CITY LINES ABANDONS STREET CARS 

City Lines has finally abandoned its last two street car 
lines in Sacramento the evening of January 5th when lines 5 
and 6 operated for the last time. Cars returned to the barn 
to await scrapping for the wooden cars and possible sale to 
South America for the modern steel cars. 





— ee eS ew 


Credit line on last month's cover photo should have 
included the full title of the forth coming book "Mixed 
Train Daily, A Book of Short Line Railroads" by Lucius 
Beebe with photographs by Charles M. Clegg and Lucius Beebe. 
This is the full title to. be used when the E. Pe Dutton & 
Company issues this book in the Fall. 


ervuoew" 
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WAR-TIME SERVICE IN INDIA WERE 
EQUIPPED WITH EXTRA BRILLIANT HEAD- 
LIGHTS TO HELP THE ENGINEER WATCH OUT 
FOR SACRED COWS AND WILD ELEPHANTS 


LOCOMOTIVES SENT FROM THE U.S.A. FOR 4 


ON THE KENYA & UGANDA 
RAILWAY IN EAST AFRICA, 
TRAIN OPERATIONS ARE some « “im 
TIMES COMPLICATED BY ~ 
GIRAFFES TAMPERING WITH 

THE TELEPHONE WIRES. 





FOR THAT MATTER, RECENTLY, IN COLORADO, 
A HERD OF STAMPEDING CATTLE ATTACKED 
A FREIGHT TRAIN AND OVERTURNED THE 
CABOOSE. 


ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS 946 
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